


MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE MEETING OF SHILLINGSTONE PARISH COUNCIL HELD AT
7:00 PM ON THURSDAY 2nd JULY 2026 AT THE PORTMAN HALL SHILLINGSTONE

PRESENT:  Councillors M Pomeroy (Chairman), I Suter (Vice Chairman)(IS), R Harwood (RH), R McNamara (RM), K Ridout (KR) Unitary Councillor S Murcer, the Clerk D Green. 
In addition, there were 15 members of the public present. 
1230. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Cllr Leadbeater. 
1231. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST AND REQUESTS FOR DISPENSATION
None. 
1232. REMEMBERING GRAHAM RAINS
The Chairman expressed the condolences of the whole Council to the family of Graham Rains, the PC’s Footpath Officer for many years, who had very sadly passed away on 24th/25th June after a short illness. 
Councillor Suter noted that Graham had been a very talented photographer and his entries in the photographic book ‘Pictures of England’, which includes many excellent images of nature around Shillingstone, was a testament to his abilities.
Cllr Ridout noted that Graham had been the judge at the photographic competition in 2025, and his ability as a recording musician was also remembered. 
It was agreed that Graham’s life should be remembered with a suitable memorial, possibly near the bird hide on the Trailway, which he did so much to promote. Ideas, possibly including a bike rack, or a bench, will be considered at the next meeting in September. 
1233. AGE FRIENDLY DORSET PROPOSAL
The Chairman introduced Joseph Morrell, a Partnerships & Engagement officer from Strategies Transformation & Performance at Dorset Council. 
Joseph explained the new project whose mission is for Dorset to be an age‑friendly place where older people stay active, independent and continue making a difference. This will be by making  spaces and services accessible and welcoming, strengthening community participation, challenging outdated attitudes about ageing, and ensuring everyone feels valued, respected, and able to contribute throughout their lives.
Town and parish councils had been identified as being uniquely positioned to make their communities more age-friendly , because their work typically spans three areas (NALC):
· Delivering services to meet local needs; 
· Giving the community a voice and representation;
· Improving the quality of life and community wellbeing.
All three of these areas provide opportunities to ensure that your town or parish is a welcoming, supportive environment for residents of all ages. 
An AGE FRIENDLY survey had been conducted in November 2025, and had received some 700 responses;  65 Ambassadors had been appointed across Dorset and 100-point action plan had been compiled. The plan is to work with the larger town councils and some smaller villages to take initiatives forward as a ‘task & finish’ group There are 8 areas of focus, including Housing, Social Participation, Transport and Outdoor participation. 
Cllr Suter noted that Shillingstone was primarily an ‘older village’. There had been a loss of local facilities, such as banks and the post office and not everyone wants to use digitized systems to access essential services. 
The Parish Council agreed in principle that it would like to take the idea forward, and this will be discussed again at the September meeting. 
1234. MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING
The minutes of the meeting held on 4th June 2026 were approved.
1235. MATTERS ARISING
The Chairman noted: 
Councillor resignation – following the resignation of Cllr White, there is another vacancy which will probably need to be filled by co-option. The Parish Council agreed that it needs to encourage young people to consider becoming Councillors, 
Register of interests – all Councillors should login to the new ROI system and check that their details are correct. Anyone with difficulties should contact the Clerk. 
1236. PUBLIC SESSION
Lesley Gasson raised a number of issues: 
· Church Roof –due to the need to make repairs, the Church will be closed between the 8th & the 18th July. Some functions will be carried on at the Church Centre. 
· Play equipment at the Church centre – it has been decided that this equipment has surpassed its useful life and should be replaced. It was to be noted that there is no similar equipment at that end of the village. The question would be whether the Parish Council could provide any grant funding for this work. This will be reviewed at the September meeting. 
A resident noted that a previous Chair of the Parish Council Phylis Bailey has recently passed away. 
Several residents raised an issue concerning road safety measures outlined in the newly refreshed Neighbourhood Plan which is currently subject to the consultation period. It was questioned why there was not a proposal to introduce 20 mph limits particularly at the western end of the village. 
Cllr Suter advised that Dorset Highways had been consulted concerning the plan contents and the refreshed Plan included the suggestions made by the Highways Team. There were practical limitations to what could be achieved; a 20-mph limit throughout the village would never be approved, given the average speed data results gathered in previous surveys. Cllr Mcnamara advised that the results showed that 85% of vehicles were travelling at +30 mph and this meant that a 20 limit, which is meant to be self-reinforcing, was not feasible. 
The issue of road safety will be revisited when the next iteration of the NP is being produced in 18 months’ time, this will follow the production of Dorset Council Local Plan when more is known about possible village development sites. 
The Parish Council did agree to consider conducting a further traffic survey, following the 2021 survey, and this will be considered further at a future meeting. 
It should be noted that the Council has asked Dorset Police to conduct further speed checks including ‘out of hours’ monitoring. 
1237 UNITARY COUNCILLOR REPORT
Cllr Murcer noted:
· Local Plan – has received 10,000 responses and there will be a briefing for Dorset Councillors on 13th July 
· Northern Area Planning committee – Cllr Murcer had attended this meeting and had spoken in favour of removing the Tree Preservation Order concerning a birch in the Churchyard. However, this meant that he was unable to participate as a committee member in the debate & vote concerning this matter. The committee refused to remove the TPO by a 5/3 majority.
Cllr Murcer advised that the Church should write to the Dorset Planners asking what further evidence they need to provide that would enable the TPO to be lifted, and then steps to provide this information will be taken. This may however necessitate ground radar surveys and obtaining the necessary permissions to carry these out may be a protracted process
· DC finances – are underspent by £169,000 but there are marked overspends in some key areas:
· Children’s Services - £3.9 million
· Adult Social Care – 5.9 million 
· PLACE services are underspent by £ 7.5 million and this has been used to ‘balance the books’. 
· Experiences with Dorset Council – Cllr Murcer still wants good or bad experiences involving Dorset Council to be reported to him. 
1238. CLERK RECRUITMENT
The Chairman reported 10 applications for the post had been received. These were being reviewed and a short list of interviewees was being compiled. 
1239. STANDING ORDERS
It was agreed that the quorum for taking Parish Council decisions should be temporarily reduced from 4 to 3 following a further reduction in the number of Councillors. Further amendments to the Standing Orders will be a reviewed at a later meeting
1240. AUGUSTAN AVENUE FOOTBALL AREA
It was agreed to defer a decision concerning this proposal to a later meeting. 
1241. NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN UPDATE
The Chairman noted period will run from 12th June to 31st July; copies of the refreshed plan have been placed in Sturminster Newton Library and between 8th & 18th July can be seen at the Church Centre
The Council AGREED to request that Andrew Mead is appointed as Examiner for the refreshed Neighbourhood Plan 
1242. COUNCILLOR REPORTS
Highways – Cllr Pomeroy’s report was taken as read
Portman Hall – has a new sign at the car park entrance
The History Group  - meets on 16 the August when there will be two presentations
1243. STANDING ORDERS REVIEW
Consideration of these will be deferred to a later meeting. 
1244. PLANNING APPLICATIONS
Planning appeal P/FUL/2025/03574  - an appeal in respect of the refusal to approve the 78 dwellings, form vehicular and pedestrian access, landscaping, open space and drainage attenuation. at Land North Of Castle Avenue in Okeford Fitzpaine had been received. 
The PC will make a submission
P/TRC/2026/03553 8 Vale Cottages Blandford Road T1 - Cedar - Remove.
The Parish Council AGREED to submit an objection to the proposed removal of this tree, there being no known development reason for this and a cedar likely to be a protected species. 
1245. FINANCES 
 i) Retrospective Payments approval: the following payments were APPROVED
	Date
	Payee Name
	 £ Total  
	

	01/06/2026
	Rialtas Business Systems Ltd
	£       44.40
	Rialtas Computer change 

	02/06/2026
	Shillingstone Cricket Club
	£     466.66
	Mowing

	05/06/2026
	David Green
	£       31.00
	Expenses

	05/06/2026
	J P Consultants
	£     150.00
	Internal Audit fee

	10/06/2026
	Blackmore Vale Magazine
	£     296.35
	Clerk Vacancy advert

	16/06/2026
	Wessex Internet Limited
	£         1.20
	Wi-fi access 

	16/06/2026
	Lloyds Bank PLC
	£         4.25
	Service charge

	17/06/2026
	Edens Landscapes Limited
	£     278.10
	Mowing/strimming

	18/06/2026
	Mary Crabbe
	£         8.89
	Cleaning materials

	18/06/2026
	Total Energy Services
	£     264.00
	Boiler Servicing

	22/06/2026
	Fireline
	£     320.40
	Fire Risk/alarm testing

	23/06/2026
	E Brecknock
	£     202.25
	Cleaning

	26/06/2026
	Azets
	£     264.60
	Payroll services

	29/06/2026
	David Green
	£     849.69
	June 2026 pay



ii) Clerks Expenses – expenses of £ 67.00 were approved
1246. PLAY AREAS, RECREATION GROUND AND PROPERTY CHECK	

There were no reportable issues concerning the Pavilion or Play areas. 

1247. CORRESPONDENCE

The Clerk confirmed that the following correspondence had been circulated:

	DATE
	FROM
	DESCRIPTION

	08/06/2026
	Dorset Council 
	Planning and Building Control: Tuesday 16 June 2026 - Cancelled

	12/06/2026
	DAPTC
	Important - Action Briefing / Register of Interests (RoI) Process Change

	12/06/2026
	Dorset Highways
	PROPOSED TEMPORARY CLOSURE OF C100, OKEFORD FITZPAINE

	17/06/2026
	Life Education Wessex & Thames Valley (2)
	Funding request re workshop re life choices to be held at the school on 3rd November 2026 – request for £ 165 – being the balance of the cost after funding from the school 

	17/06/2026
	Jo O'Connell
	Lavender Farm Project - Open Day Sunday June 28th 11-5

	27/06/2026
	Christopher Hart(1)
	FOIA request re road safety issues 

	29/06/2026
	Bob Yorath 
	Re revised Shillingstone Neighbourhood Plan 



Life Education Wessex funding request– the Parish Council AGREED to donate £ 165 towards the project being held at the school in November

Road Safety – FOIA request. The Parish Council will deal with this appropriately. 

1248. ITEMS FOR THE NEXT AGENDA

· New Clerk appointment 
· Graham Rains memorial
· AGE Friendly Dorset
· Standing Orders review
· Augustan Avenue Football area proposal review
· Traffic survey/public meeting consideration
· Church Centre Play area equipment

1249. NEXT MEETING 
The next meeting will be on Thursday 3rd September 2026 at 7:00 pm, at the Portman Hall. There being no further business, the meeting closed at 20.35.
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